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Mnong language 


The Mnong language (also known as Pnong or Bunong) 
(Bunong:USti) belongs to the Austro-asiatic language family. It is 
spoken by the different groups of Mnong in Vietnam and a Pnong 
group in Cambodia. 


Distribution 


In Vietnam, Mnong is spoken in the districts of Dak Song, Dak Mil, 
Dak R'Lap, Krong No, Gia Nghra, and other nearby locations in 
Dak Nong Province (Nguyen & Tri/dng 2009). 

Varieties 


According to Ethnologue, four major dialects exist: Central, Eastern 
and Southern Mnong (all spoken in Vietnam), and Kraol (spoken in 
Cambodia). Within a dialect group, members do not understand 
other dialects. The Mnong language was studied first by the linguist 
Richard Phillips in the early 1970sJ : ^ 4 ' 

Le, et al. (2014:234-235)^ lists the following subgroups of Mnong 
and their respective locations. 

■ Mnong Gar: in northwestern Lam Dong Province and 
southern Lak Lake. 

■ Mnong Nong: in D3k Nong District and D3k Min District 

■ Mnong Kuenh: in Krong P§k District 

■ Mnong Pre: mainly in Daik Nong District and Daik Min 
District, and a few at Lak Lake 

■ Mnong Prang: scattered in D§k Nong District and D§k 
Min District, and a few in southern Laic Lake and in Ban Don, Ea Sup District. 

■ Mnong Rlam: in Lak District. Many have close relationships with the E-de people. 


Contents 

Distribution 
Varieties 
Numerals 
References 
Further reading 
External links 


Mnong 

Bunong (ysta) 

Native to 

Vietnam, 
Cambodia and 
United States 

Region 

throughout Tay 
Nguyen region, 
especially in Dak 
Lak, Lam Dong, 
Dak Nong and 
Binh Phutfc 
provinces; 
Mondulkiri in 
Cambodia 

Native speakers 

130,000 (2002- 
2008)1 1 1 

Language 

family 

Austroasiatic 

■ Bahnaric 

- South 
Bahnaric 

- Sre-Mnong 

■ Mnong 

Writing system 

Khmer 

Latin 

(Vietnamese 

alphabet) 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 
cmo - Central 

Mnong 

mng — Eastern 
Mnong 

mnn - Southern 

Mnong 
rka - Kraol 

Glottolog 

mnonl259 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/mnonl2 
59 )P1 

































■ Mnong Bu-dang: in Ban Bon, Ea Sup District 

■ Mnong Chil: in Lak District. Many have close relationships with the E-de people. Some also 
live in Lac Di/dng District and Dufc Trong District of Lam Dong Province. 

■ Mnong Bu Nor: in Daik Nong District and Daik Min District 

■ Mnong Dih Bri: very small population in Daik Nong District; Ea Krong. 

■ Mnong Dfp: Daik Min District and the northern part of former Song Be Province. 

■ Mnong Biat: small population in former Song Be Province. Majority living around the Vietnam- 
Cambodia border. 

■ Mnong Bu Deh: in former Song Be Province and Daik Laik Province 

■ Mnong Si To: a group of Ma (Ma To) people in Daik Nong District who have become 
assimilated into the Mnong population ("Mnong-ized" Ma people) 

■ Mnong K’ah: a group of E-de people scattered across Daik Nong District, Laik District, and 
M'Drak District who have become assimilated into the Mnong population ("Mnong-ized" E-de 
people) 

■ Mnong Phe Dam: small population living only in Quang Tin commune, Dak Nong District. 
Other minor Mnong ethnic groups include the Mnong Ref De, Mnong R’Ong, and Mnong K’Zieng. 
Nguyen & Trifc/ng (2009) cover the following M'Nong dialects. 

■ M'Nong Preh 

■ Kuenh 

■ Ma 

■ M'Nong Nar (Bu Nar) 

■ M'Nong Noong (Bu Noong) 

■ M'Nong R'Lam 

■ M'Nong Prang 

Numerals 


The following comparative numerals from various Mnong dialects are from Nguyen & Trlidng (2009). 






Gloss 

Preh 

Bu Noong 

Bu Nar 

Prang 

R'Lam 

Mg 

Kuenh 

1 

du, ngoay, ho 

muay 

waay 

dul 

ju 

dul 

du 

2 

bar 

bar 

ra'r 

baar 

bar 

bar 

par 

3 

pe 

pe 

per 

pai 

pay 

pe 


4 

puan 

puan 

waam 

puon 

puan 

puon 


5 

pram 

pram 

t'rSm, nam 

pram, nam 

nam 

joram, s d nam 

snam 

6 

prau 







7 

poh 

poh 

pops 

poh 

poh 

poh 

peh 

8 

pham 







9 

dum, sTn 

sin 

chTnh 

sin 

dUm 

sin 


10 

jat 

jat 

du 1 

jocft 

mat 

jdt 
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